
  

Pastoral Ponderings by Pastor Matt  2 

From Pastor Tomõs Pen 3 

Preschool September News  4 

Youth & Womenõs Ministry News 5 

Camp Perkins Fall Update  6 

Family Happenings  7 

Doing Life Together  8 

September Ministry Updates  9 

Sundays at FCLC -New Bible Studies!  10  

September F Y I  11  

September 2018 Church Calendar  12  

Inside this Issue  

765 E. Chinden Blvd.  
Meridian, ID 83646  

(208) 288 -2404  
 

office@friendshipcelebration.org  
www.friendshipcelebration.org

 

Rally Day is Sunday September 9th from 

9:15am to 11:00am (in between early and late 

service). Join us for food, fun, and ministry 

information for you and your family. We will 

have booths with information about Adult and 

Childrenõs Sunday School, Childrenõs Ministry 

events, Youth Ministry events, Confirmation, 

and other Bible Studies that will be hosted by 

FCLC in the fall and winter. For the kids we 

will have games, and bounce house obstacle 

courses, face -painting, and a Dunk tank where 

you can dunk either Pastor Matt Henry or DCE 

Brett Lindemood if you sign up for a Sunday 

School/Bible Study class.  

 
YOU DONõT WANT TO MISS THIS!  
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
 Remember Sesame Street?  As the credits rolled, Big Bird or whoever would remind the viewers 
that todayõs program was brought to them by a certain number or letter.  Well, this article is 
brought to you by the numbers $1,148,209 and 3.875%.  Thatõs our principal balance on our twenty
-year mortgage and our current interest rate with Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF).  I am 
writing to you today because we have a very limited, one -time opportunity to make both of those 
numbers go down.  
 
 As you may know, Friendship Celebration takes part in an incentive program through LCEF 
called Shared Blessings.  The more investors with LCEF we have, the greater a rebate check we 
receive.  We had this benefit for the life of the loan.  But this is all changing.  Instead of a rebate 
check, from here on LCEF is offering to discount the interest rate on our loan.  This means our 
current mortgage payment of $7,800 would remain the same, but more money would be applied to 
the principal which is a significant savings.  We will be eligible for this benefit for a period of seven 
years, Jan. 2019 -Jan. 2026.   
 
 How much of a discount?  We have already secured a 0.15% rate discount because we have 72 
investors.  But we could lock -in a 0.25% discount if we gain 25 more investors (total of 97).  I think 
we can do that easily; we need a real challenge!  The final tier offers a 0.35% discount if we gain 64 
investors (total of 136).    
 
 The timeline is the critical factor.  We only have until Sept. 30 (thatõs the end of this month, 
folks!) to increase our investors and reach the maximum incentive.  Come Oct. 1, the rate discount 
is set for the next seven years.  That means now is the time to sign up with LCEF so we get the best 
rate possible and save tens of thousands of dollars.   
 
 When we first started last fall, we had 17 investors.  Now we have 72!  Thatõs a tremendous step 
forward and for our work thus far we will still receive a rebate check from LCEF VP Susan Olson on 
Oct. 28.  Thatõll be something to celebrate then!  But as for now, the challenge before us.  Letõs pull 
together as a church and preschool and get it done!   
 
 The easiest way to become a LCEF investor is to sign up your child/grandchild for a Young 
Investor account.  They donõt even have to live in Idaho!  It only takes a one-time deposit of $25 
and the money earns 3.5% premium interest rate.  Plenty of other options are available too ñ
emergency accounts, term notes, steward accounts.  Great rates too!  Learn more at www.lcef.org.  
Paperwork and forms are on the Info Center in the fellowship hall.  Iõm happy to answer any 
questions.  
 
 I know itõs just money, but itõs really a unique stewardship opportunity that will help the 
churchõs ministry here and beyond.  So Iõm calling every Big Bird, Kermit the Frog, Grover, and yes, 
even Oscar the Grouch ñwe need you to pull this off!  And letõs not forget the Count, of course 
because your stewardship counts!  Come September 30, we can watch the numbers roll and feel 
good how this incentive from our ministry partner LCEF is brought to us as one of Godõs many 
blessings.   
 
 In Christ,  
 
 Pastor Matt  
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Smokey the Bear  
Close your eyes and just imagine your bedroom as a child.  What do 

you see?  What do you remember?   Those were questions I asked at 

our first Life Group meeting on August 21st in Kuna as an ice 

breaker.  We all had some interesting answers and memories of that 

very important place. As I thought about it again this morning, I 

remembered a picture my mother took while my brothers and I 

were sleeping.  (I still have it someplace.)  We all slept in the same 

room in two single beds.  It was a small room with a narrow space between the two beds. I was 9, Bobby 

was 6, and Mikey was 3.  Bobby and Mikey slept in one bed and I slept in the other. There were nights 

when a thunder storm woke all three of us up and my brothers would crawl in with me.  They brought 

along their stuffed friend, Smokey the bear.  Smokey was about as big as Mikey so my single bed was 

crowded. At some point Mom came in to check on us and took a picture of all four of us while we were 

sleeping in the same bed.  I have lots of other childhood memories as you do.  

It was a good get acquainted exercise for our first Life Group Meeting. Our first lesson was entitled 

Discovering Jesus and the scripture we studied together was John 1:19 -51.  In our study we learned how 

the first disciples discovered Jesus.  John the Baptist was very instrumental in pointing people to Jesus 

as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. When Andrew discovered Jesus, the Bible 

says: òHe first found his own brother Simon and said to him, ôwe have found the Messiah,õ and he 

brought him to Jesus.ó  The very next day Jesus found Philip and said to him, òFollow Me.ó  Philip found 

his friend, Nathanael and said to him we have found the promised one.  

In our Life Group several of us shared who were some of the ones who brought us to Jesus.  I am sure it 

is different for all of us: parents, grandparents, Sunday School teachers, neighbors or whoever.  

Remember what our bedroom was like when we were children as well as a lot of other childhood 

memories can be a special experience, but there may be an even more rewarding experience: who 

brought you to Jesus.  Jesus said: òFollow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.ó  Matthew 4:19 

The title of our study is òFollowing Jesus Together.ó  Two questions we were challenged to think about 

at the end our first meeting were: How can you disciple people as Jesus did in this story and who should 

you invite to come and follow Jesus with you?  Those questions should give us a totally different 

perspective as we look at the world around us and the people Jesus puts in our path. One person has 

said: òNothing, absolutely nothing happens in Godõs world by mistake.ó  He arranges the divine 

appointments and connections we have with other people who touch our lives at church, at the 

workplace, in the neighborhood, at family gatherings, in Kuna, Boise. Nampa, or wherever you live.  

Iõm enthusiastic about the presence of our first Life Group in Kuna.  We had 15 in attendance at our first 

gathering. My assistant facilitator is Ralph Cavalieri.  We planned to birth a new group in the Kuna area 

in the next six months to a year.  This is just the beginning of a mission community and church plant of 

Friendship Celebration in the Kuna area.  If you have friends or relatives in the Kuna, south Nampa and 

Meridian areas who might be interested in a non -threatening, relational experience in learning what it 

means to follow Jesus, contact me or Ralph.  

In Godõs NEW grip,  

 

Pastor Tom  

From 

Pastor 

Tomõs 

Pen  
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The staff at Friendship Celebration Preschool is ready to start another great year of 
teaching Godõs littlest people about the love of Jesus!   
 
We still have a few openings in some of our 3õs and 4õs classes.  Thank you for sharing 
with your friends and family about our program.  
 
Thank you to all the people that helped get our Preschool looking fantastic!  We appreciate 
each and every one of you!  
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for our school year.  Hereõs to a great year at 
Friendship Celebration Preschool!  
 

In His love,  
 
The Staff at Friendship Celebration Preschool  

FRIENDSHIP CELEBRATI ON PRESCHOOL 
Registration for Fall Preschool Classes 2018 -19 

765 East Chinden Blvd., Meridian, ID 83646  
ljensen@friendshipcelebration.org/208 -288 -2404  

Preschool Director ñLori Jensen  

C99{ !b5 w9v¦Lw9a9b¢{ нлму-мф  

 

w9DL{¢w!¢Lhb C99{ !w9 bhb-w9C¦b5!.[9Φ  CLw{¢ ahb¢I{ ¢¦L¢Lhb L{ 5¦9 Lƴ !¦D¦{¢ нлмуΦ     tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ 

ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ   

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ  a-²-C ψψψψψψ όо Řŀȅύ               п ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ a-²-Cψψψψψψψόо Řŀȅύ 

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ  ¢-¢I      ψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ                п ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ ¢-¢I    ψψψψψψψόн Řŀȅύ 

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ  ²-C      ψψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ               п ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ a-²-Cψψψψψψψόо Řŀȅύ 

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ  ¢-¢I      ψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ                п ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ  όtΦaΦύ ¢-¢I    ψψψψψψψόн Řŀȅύ 

п ѹ -р ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ a-¢-²-¢I ψψψψψψψψόп Řŀȅύ п ѹ -р ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ a-¢-²-¢I ψψψψψψόп Řŀȅύ  

όǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ tY- ǇǊŜ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎύ  

 

ϝ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ όмύ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ LƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ όнύ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜΣόоύ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜΣόпύ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

¢ǿƻ-Řŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΥ Ϸмнр ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΦϷмлл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

¢ƘǊŜŜ-Řŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΥϷмтр ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΦϷмлл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

CƻǳǊ-Řŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΥ Ϸнол ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΦϷмлл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

о ϧ п ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀΦƳΦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜ ф-ммΦол ŀΦƳΦ 

о ϧ п ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇΦƳΦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜ мнΥол-о ǇΦƳΦ  

п Řŀȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜǎ уΥол ŀΦƳΦςммΥол κ мнΥолǇΦƳΦ-оΥол  



5 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT   
Friday, November 30, 2018  

 

WHO: Women of FCLC High School age +   
WHAT: Begin plans for Advent By Candlelight 

evening  
WHEN: Sunday, September 16th after second 

service  
 

(Please come back if you go to first service or stay 
after second service. Let's share a light lunch 
together!)  

WHERE: The last classroom on the left past the kitchen  
WHY: YOUR ideas and help would be appreciated and needed!  

 

CONFIRMATION and or questions call Marla 208 -631 -3325  

The LWML Fall Rally is Saturday, Oct   6 
at Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Boise. Since 

it is so close we hope to have many 
Friendship Celebration women attend. 

There are plans to have "Stations of 
Happiness" to help revitalize your 

spiritual, mental, and physical well -
being. If you need babysitting, we ask 
that you contact one of the following 
with the number and age group of the 

children to attend: Barb Young, 208 -377
-2009 or barbwire2LS@gmail.com or 
Sherrie Rumpeltes, 208 -336 -0837 or 

csrumpeltes@q.com.  
 

Our Western zone hosted the Camp 
Perkins LWML retreat in July. Fifty -three 
women and teens attended and enjoyed 

exploring The Christian's Journey, 
including Bible Studies and a trek 

through Vanity Fair before completing 
an Emmaus Walk. It was a beautiful God

-pleasing weekend.  
 

Our Western zone will also be locally 
hosting the Utah -Idaho LWML District 
convention in 2020.   Our own Betty 

Reimann is the convention chair for that 
event and will need helpers to make it a 
successful time. It may seem rather far 
away, but we all know how those dates 
sneak up on us. Come to the September 
meeting with ideas about how you may 

be able to contribute.  


