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“The One Who Conquers”

God’s grace and peace to you…
I hope you like that song (“Is He Worthy?” by Andrew Peterson). When I
heard it, it immediately stood out to me. It’s deep and true. It’s honest worship.
And a confession of faith. It acknowledges the current broken state of things as
well as the promise. All creation is longing for restoration, but it’s not here yet.
In fact, this song came up in conversation with a group of people from church
yesterday. We were at the Scentsy Commons for the NF Walk. Dottie was all
excited about that song. “We should sing it, Pastor Matt!” And it was all I could
do to not say, “We’re singing it tomorrow in church!” There were about 12 of us
from the congregation there to support Savanah Schweigert who has NF. We
walked for Savanah. Here’s a picture. You know that Savanah likes cats, so we
were her Super Kitty Cats! We all wore this! (Cat ears!)
It is the hope and desire of every person who has walked for NF, or any
disease such as cancer, Parkinsons or MS, that one day a cure may be found for all
these things. And I hope science can find a cure and soon. That’s why we walk, to
bring that day that much closer. And we want Savanah to not only be the fighter
she is, but for her to be a conqueror. We want that with all our hearts.
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But there is another dimension—the spiritual dimension—that says there
will be a cure to all these diseases and more. Because the great promise of God,
as found in Revelation 21, is that there will be no more suffering, pain, sorrow or
death when Jesus comes back. The final outcome for the Christian is one of
victory and dwelling with God. That’s a fitting finale. That’s what we’re destined
for. God would not have told us this promise if He didn’t know we needed to hear
it and believe it and hold on to it. He knows we need it when we are keeping vigil
in a hospital. He knows we need it when we make trips to the cemetery to say
whatever needs to be said. One day everything will be made right. That’s what
we hold on to.
Could you imagine going through life without knowing God and without
having the hope of heaven? If there were nothing to look forward to, no God
who awaited you, it would all seem rather meaningless, wouldn’t it? And
wouldn’t this world in some respect seem cold and cruel as it is filled to the brim
with suffering? There is so much we have endure—some more than others. The
pain we feel, the tears we shed and the death we grieve are all unavoidable signs
of a broken and worn Creation. We are overcome in that regard. That’s true. But
it’s not the end. God is making all things new—including a place for us to dwell
with Him.
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We call this the New Jerusalem. We see the vision of the New Jerusalem
descending from the new heaven from God, “prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband” (v. 2). The new Jerusalem is the holy city. It’s the place for God to
dwell with His people. Later on in Revelation 21, John describes the new
Jerusalem as “the wife of the Lamb” (21:9) that had “the glory of God, its radiance
like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal” (21:11). The city was “pure
gold, clear as glass” (21:18). So it’s Jerusalem the Golden. This is what awaits us.
Its images like this that intrigue us, so we can hold on to this hope. Shouldn’t we
all long for this?
Then why did a leading theologian say this? “I’m not against heaven, but
it’s not the end of the world!” That man was NT Wright and he’s an expert on the
New Testament and not just because his initials are NT! You might not know the
name, but trust me, in theological circles, his opinion matters. He was objecting
to how people view heaven. As if, we die and go to heaven and that’s it.
Heaven’s not the end! Maybe you thought it was, but it’s not! As Dr. Jeff Gibbs
said, “Christ did not rise from the dead so that when we die, our souls could go to
be in heaven. No. Christ died and rose, ascended and will come again, in order to
renew the creation…God’s full plan of salvation in Christ means eternal life now,
and on the last day, there will be the resurrection” of the body. And in that

4

moment, body and soul will be reunited—as they should be. Death is not natural
It’s unnatural! What’s unnatural is for body and soul to be separated. That’s
against the created order. That’s why death is so wrong; it separates soul and
body. So we can Heaven is a place where our souls are with the Lord. It’s
paradise. But it’s not the end! There’s more still to come! As we confess in the
Nicene Creed: “I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come.” That means that “on the Last Day Christ will raise up me and all the dead,
and give unto me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly
true.”…
And if that’s not enough, if you don’t believe NT Wright or Dr. Gibbs, at
least listen to Jesus himself who says heaven is not the end. In Matthew 24:35,
he alludes to a moment where everything will change. “Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.” (Matt. 24:35). So going to heaven is
not the end. There’s more that has yet to happen.
This passage in Revelation 21, comes right after the resurrection and the
judgment. In Revelation 21, there’s “a new heaven and a new earth for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away and the sea was no more” (v. 1). As
the New Jerusalem descends, there’s the voice, “Behold the dwelling place (or
tabernacle) of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his

5

people, and God himself will be with them as their God” (v. 3). This is the
fulfillment of the promise for God to dwell with mankind. It’s what He’s always
wanted. God with us and us with God!
Then comes the beautiful promise, “He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (v. 4). It’s a future
promise. But the question is this: Is this future promise enough for you today? Is
it enough? Life can be hard and it is deeply unfair. But there’s still the promise.
My wife has lost the ability to cry with her Sjogrens. And here I was
thinking I was a better husband. It turns out that is not necessarily the cause of
her lack of tears. I think the Rev. 21 promise for her is that she can cry all she
wants in heaven just to get it out of her system, but then the promise to wipe
every tear away will apply even to her. Because there’ll be no reason to grieve.
So we even though we cry now, our tears are very real, but they are also
temporary.
Jesus is the one who is making all things new. The newness began with the
resurrection of Christ. In the midst of the broken creation, the newness has
begun. That’s why the resurrection is so significant—it is a sign the former has
passed away in Christ; the new has come in Christ.
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There are big statements in Revelation 21 and they all connect back to the
person and work of Jesus who does the conquering for us.
God says, “It is done.” Jesus said, “It is finished.”
God invites us to drink from the water of life. Jesus is living water.
God says, “I will be his God and he will be my son.” Obviously, Jesus checks
that box. But it’s through Jesus that we have the same God and Father as He
does. He has overcome all things and He not only reigns, He deigns to dwell with
us. He gives us the victory. We are more than conquerors through Him who
loved us. (Rom. 8:37).
“To him who conquers”
Each of the seven churches has this phrase (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). It’s
repeated again and again and is really the marquis phrase. Jesus has conquered
death and all things, but this phrase is not in reference to Him—it’s in reference
to us, as people who have faith in Jesus. The heritage comes by being in
relationship with Jesus. The one who fails is the one who doesn’t have faith in
Jesus. There’s no relationship there.
Because a lot of people believe in heaven. But not so many people believe
in hell. It’s a lot easier to think about heaven than hell—even though there are
both as real. In fact, a 2014 survey by the Pew Research Center found that if you
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were to take 100 Americans at random, 55 of them believe in heaven and hell. 17
people believe in heaven only. 3 people believe in hell only. And 25 don’t believe
in heaven or hell at all. It’s an interesting religious landscape we are in.
We don’t do ourselves any favors when we just hear the heaven part. Did
you know the lectionary left out v. 8? Not only for this reading this week. But
next week, they start at verse 9. But if we want to know the full story, here’s v. 8.
“But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for the murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” Now is this Law or
Gospel? Well, it depends! The wicked are punished. God’s going to dish out
justice. That’s good news. We don’t want people to suffer unnecessarily, but at
the same time, it’s something to hold onto as we see the wicked prosper now.
Their day is coming because our day is coming.
In Christ, you are the one who conquers. So while we have every reason to
cry and lament over what is broken, we know it won’t always be this way. God is
still worthy of our praise. What’s in store for us with the New Jerusalem is even
better than heaven. One day, He’ll bring it about.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Head (What?):
Why is heaven not the end? In other words, what still has to happen?
But why does God make a new heaven since the old heaven is perfect?
What was God’s goal when he created man?
What is significance of God being the Alpha and Omega?
Heart (So what?):
What new things has God made in you?
How does it make you feel to know all God wants is you?
No more tears, pain, suffering, death…is a future promise enough for you now?
Why can we drink from the spring of life without payment?
Hands (Now what?):
What needs to be done in order to be a conqueror?
How can you encourage others who are suffering?
How do the two eternal outcomes motivate you?
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IF T HE U. S. HAD 1 0 0 PEO PL E: C HAR T IN G AM ER ICAN S’
R EL IG IO US B EL IEFS AN D PR AC T IC ES

The U.S. as 100 people: 17 believe in
heaven but not hell
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